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TAGS: PFOR, MASS, TU, US 

SUBJECT: PROPOSALS FOR PARLIAMENTARY DISCUSSIONS OF US-TURKISH 
RELATIONS 

REF: ANKARA 238 

SUMMARY: THERE SEEMS BE GROWING POSSIBILITY OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
DEBATE (PERHAPS IN CLOSED SESSION) OF US-TURKISH RELATIONS, AND 
SENATE INQUIRY INTO BILATERAL AGREEMENTS HAS BEEN PROPOSED. 

CLIMATE OF OUR RELATIONSHIP COULD WELL SUFFER AS RESULT. AS 
REPORTED SEPARATELY, I HAVE REGISTERED CONCERN WITH FONMIN ESENBEL. 
END SUMMARY. 

1. PARLIAMENTARY INTEREST IN EXAMINING 

U.S. -TURKISH RELATIONS IN LIGHT OF PROSPECTIVE FEBRUARY 5 

AID CUTOFF EVIDENTLY IS GROWING. PRIMIN IRMAK. 

RESPONDING TO EARLIER MOTION FOR DEBATE ON SKBJECT (REFTEL) 
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DEPUTY MEHMET SONMEZ, TOLD NATIONAL ASSEMBLY JANUARY 9 THAT 
HIS GOVERNMENT WAS PREPARED TO PROVIDE INFORMATION FOR 
A CLOSED-SESSION DISCUSSION OF RELATIONS WITH 
U.S. AT SENATE SESSION SAME DAY, RPP SENATOR NIYAZI UNSAL 
REQUESTED A SENATE INQUIRY INTO BILATERAL AGREEMENTS WITH 
U.S. AND HOW THEY WERE BEING CARRIED OUT. 

2. RPP DEPUTY (AND FORMER DEFMIN) HASAN 
ESAT ISIK GAVE STATEMENT PUBLISHED IN PRESS JANUARY 1 1 IN 
WHICH HE SUPPORTED MOTION FOR DEBATE AND OPPOSED 
USE OF CLOSED SESSION FOR SUCH DEBATE. HE EXPLAINED: 

"THE OBJECTIVE IS NOT TO WEAKEN OUR RELATIONS WITH AMERICA... 

FRIENDS SERVE EACH OTHER NOT ONLY BY HARMONIZING THEIR 
VIEWS, BUT ALSO BY OPPOSING VIEWS AND MAKING IT POSSIBLE 
TO SEE THE TRUTH." 

2. COMMENT: A. ACCORDING TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, THE RPP GENERAL DEBATE MOTION AND PRIMIN 
IRMAK'S REQUEST FOR A CLOSED DOOR HEARING WOULD REQUIRE DECISION 
BY PLENARY SESSION OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, PROBABLY SOME TIME 
NEXT WEEK, AFTER WHICH A DATE WOULD BE FIXED FOR THE DEBATE. 
SENATOR UNAL'S INQUIRY RESOLUTION PROBABBLY WOULD BE DISCUSSED, AT 
THE EARLIEST LATE NEXT WEEK BY A PLENARY SESSION OF THE SENATE. IF 
APPROVED, STANDARD SENATE PROCEDURE WOULD REQUIRE THE ESTABLISH 
MENT OF AN INVESTIGATIVE COMMITTEE WHICH WOULD DELIVER A REPORT, 
NORMALLY WITHIN TWO MONTHS. 

B. IF AN ASSEMBLY DEBATE IS HELD, EVEN BEHIND CLOSED DOORS, IT 
WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY LEAK TO THE PRESS AS WOULD A SENATE 
INQUIRY. CLIMATE OF US-TURKISH RELATIONSHIP CLEARLY WOULD 
SUFFER. 

C. AS REPORTED IN SEPTEL, FORMIN ESENBEL MENTIONED THIS SUBJECT 
DURING MY CALL ON HIM JANUARY 10, AND I TOOK ADVANTAGE 

OF THE OPPORTUNITY TO REGISTER MY CONCERN. 

MACOMBER 
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